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Food For Thought:  What Happened to WWJD 

 

“For you have been called for this purpose,                                        

since Christ also suffered for you,                                                            

leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps.”                                            

 ~1
st
 Peter 2:21 

  

     I was in the auto parts store on Saturday and noticed that the man in front of me 

had a WWJD (What Would Jesus Do) bracelet on his wrist.  I haven’t seen one for 

quite a while and I thought the fad had died. I have seen Fish on the back of cars, an 

occasional Honk If You Love Jesus on a rear window, but the WWJD bumper 

stickers and the bracelets seem to have disappeared years ago.   

  His, I noticed, was made out of leather, had beads for each of the letters, and 

was quite worn as if he had been wearing it for a while.  It did my heart good to see 

that he apparently truly believed in the sentiment behind the letters and wore them 

proudly as if they really made a difference. 

  

    That phrase "What would Jesus do?" (often abbreviated as WWJD) became 

popular in the 1990s as a personal motto for Christians who used the phrase as a 

reminder that before they did anything, went anywhere, said anything, or made any 

decisions, they were to asked themselves what Jesus would do in that situation and 

then tried to do 

the same.  I did some research on the internet to see where WWJD came from.  The 

phrase came from the best-selling book written in 1896 by Charles Monroe Sheldon 

entitled “In His Steps- What Would Jesus Do?” which asks those very same 

questions of the main characters.  The book has sold over 30,000,000 copies and is 

still in print today 120 years later. 

  

     Like Sheldon’s characters in the book, every day, we too are faced with 

situations where our decisions and actions will reveal our true character.  At each 

turn, the real questions is will we do and say things that will be examples for others 

to follow and point toward Jesus or will we behave like the rest of the unsaved 

people in the world?  

I think that we would do well to look to Jesus and His example of a godly life rather 

than take our examples from today’s sick and broken world.  

  

      

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motto
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Christ showed us how to live with kindness, gentleness, sympathy, and affection.  

He was always loving, forgiving, merciful and patient - traits that I have always 

tried to emulate as a Father, husband and friend.  I saw those same characteristics in 

my Father and Grandfather and I see them in all of my Christian friends.  Those 

traits of Godly men have stood the test of time.  Godliness, never goes out of style, 

knows no 

generation, nor seems to have any boundaries.  The decision to stand for what is 

right in God’s eyes should never be just a fad if we are to call ourselves Christians.  

  

     Jesus told us that He knows our plans, our grief, and the tragedy of friends who 

betray us.  He knows how hard it is to live in a fallen world that is full of sickness 

and sin.  He also knows how hard we Christians struggle trying to do anything 

about it.    

  

     What we can do – and this is following in Jesus’ footsteps- is to bring people to 

Him, the one who forgives, heals and helps.   We can let God work in our own 

hearts and lives so that He can make us more Christ like- and be his examples in the 

world.  And that’s certainly something the world needs more of today. 

  

      We are modern day disciples and Jesus’ representatives in the world today.  We 

are supposed to be walking in His steps when we help the helpless, pray for the 

sick, feed and clothe the homeless, and support those whom God lifts up to minister 

in places we can’t go. 

  

      

 

As Christians, we are to let His light shine through us in all we do.  Maybe the real 

question is not What Would Jesus Do in any of life’s situations, but what will You 

do?  Will you choose to please God or man?   
 

 

Just Some Food For Thought 
  
 


